
Minutes for the Milton Primary AGM 21.09.2020 
Start time: 19:30 
Finish time:  21:00 
 
Present PC members: Eilidh Smith, Rhanna Whiteford, Steph Horsburgh, Heather Rigby, 
Apologies PC members: Kelly Noble, Vicky Beaulieu 
Other Attending: Gemma Fraser, Erin Wilmott, Katherine Elbourne, Gemma Dunnett, Annie 
Baines, Joanna Christie. 
 
Introductions: 
Welcome Everybody. 
 
Welcoming Gemma Fraser, Erin Wilmott, Katherine Elbourne and Annie Baines to the google 
meet. It is very nice to see new faces. 
The ladies all offered help to the parent council which swiftly brings us on to our next point of 
Re-electing roles. 
The votes as follows: 

• Chair- Heather Rigby (on the understanding that she will be there for the paperwork 
side and meetings will continue with a revolving chair) 

• Secretary- Eilidh Smith 

• Treasurer- Rhanna Whiteford and Heather Rigby to help with money box. 
 
New members of the parent council are as follows: 
Vicky Beaulieu, Steph Horsburgh, Kelly Noble, Lizanne Nelson, Gemma Fraser, Erin Wilmott and 
Annie Baines. 
 
It was also discussed whether Nursery parents could join the parent council. Nursery parents 
are encouraged to join the parent council so they can raise concerns for the early years classes. 
All parents are warmly welcomed. 
 
Mrs Dunnett asked could the parent council confirm if they had access to the parent council 
gmail account. This was confirmed. We do have access. 
 
We then moved on to questions for the teachers which had come from parents. 

1. When will the previous year Primary 7's get the refund for their trip that they could not 
take due to the corona virus pandemic? 

      1a-  The cheque for the refund has now been sent from Park Primary School and has been 
divided up between the different schools for their primary sevens. Mrs Nimmons has put the 
cheque in the bank and once this is cleared then the primary 7 parents should receive a cheque 
for their refund. The parents should expect their check within the next two weeks. Parents 
received a text from the Academy asking them to contact the school to arrange collection of 
the cheque. 
 
     2. Can you confirm the medication policy? It has been brought to our attention that children 
in the older class (p5/6/7) have been taking in medication in their bag and self-administering 
instead of going through the appropriate channels eg- medicine form from office and 
store/administered by staff.   
     2a- Staff were not aware of this situation and are glad it has been brought to their attention. 
Children should not have any medication in their bag and should not be self-administering as 



this is against the school policies. All medicine must go through the appropriate channel which 
is as follows: a medicine form to be filled in and then the medicine will be placed in a safe and 
secure place. Parents are encouraged to call the school with any queries regarding medicine. 
Action- Staff to reissue Medicine Policy and Parent council to share to Facebook Parent Council 
Page. 

3. Can the school confirm what the Children's Christmas Season with school will look like? 
Will the school be requiring funds for the parent council for any Christmas events? 

       3a- The current guidelines make it unlikely that there will be any outings for the children this 
Christmas. Eden court has already confirmed that the pantomime will not be going ahead. The 
big Christmas lunch for school is also unlikely to go ahead due to current guidelines. Staff will 
keep parents informed. The Nativity is also unlikely to go ahead this year due to current 
guideline but as said above Staff will keep parents informed as new guidelines/ information 
become available. 
Mhari in the Mercat centre has already iterated that she would still like to do something for the 
children but how this will look is still uncertain. To invite Mhari to next parent council meeting 
to discuss this. 
Discussion- As parent council are not paying for buses to Eden Court this year could we look 
into getting the 'Pop up Cinema' in to set up a Christmas film for the children instead? Ideas- 
Polar Express, Elf, The Grinch, Arthur Christmas. Movie Snacks? 
The children may be able to have a class Christmas lunch in which case the parent council 
agreed to buy 77crackers for their Christmas feast. 
Action- Invite Mhari Mercat to next parent council meeting. 
    

4. Playground Safety: 
                  It was brought up by a few parents that they had noticed the early years class walking 
themselves across the road to playing field. Can you confirm if this is how it is normally done or 
are the children supposed to be walked across by an adult? 
           4a- Children should be escorted across the road to the playground by a member of staff. 
Children should be escorted to and from the playground. This however becomes tricky when 
there are toilet breaks needed. Children are encouraged to go to the toilet before going out to 
play to minimise the risk of having to cross the road again. Mrs Dunnett will bring it up with 
staff to make sure that the children are being escorted to and from the playground. 
 

5. Playground Bullying issues: 
                 It was brought to our attention from a couple of parents that they did not feel like the 
older children's playground was adequately monitored by staff. The children have been 
bringing up that they have been having problems in the playground but there have been no 
staff to report this too? Is there adequate staff in the playground? 
          5a- This is an issue that staff are aware of and they are currently going through the local 
authority to hire additional staff but the process has been difficult. There are always two 
members of staff in each of the play grounds but as it is a big area to cover things can be 
missed. Staff encourage children and parents to bring any concerns to staff so they can 
hopefully rectify the situation. Staff discussed that it may be an idea to wear hi-vis whilst on 
playground duty to make them more visible to children so they can locate a staff member 
should they have a problem. 
Action- Hi-vis for staff on playground monitoring.   
 
         6- A parent raised a concern about a single child being out in the playground on their own. 
The child was speaking to this adult at the fence and climbing the fence. The parent brought 



this to the attention of the office but felt it hadn't been addressed. 
         6a- Staff are aware of the situation which is being discussed and although they cannot 
discuss individual child's cases they can confirm that there were two members of staff 
watching said child from a distance. They can appreciate that it may look otherwise but 
reassured they were watching from a distance. 
 
       7-Nursery Packed lunches: 
          It was brought to our attention that children had been informing their parents that certain 
items in their lunch boxes had not been opened for the children as they were unhealthy which 
ended up leaving the child in question hungry. Is this a part of a policy? Unhealthy food can’t be 
opened? 
      7a- If a parent chooses to put a lunch box in for their child then it is completely up to that 
parent what they choose to put in it. The school does have a healthy eating policy but this does 
not stop staff from opening items for a child. Children are asked if they would like items 
opened but sometimes they do not wish to have it at that time. Staff will look into this and 
bring it up with nursery staff. As always if a parent has a concern or any queries they should 
contact staff for a discussion as that is what the staff are there for. You can contact the staff 
via telephone or email. 
 
     8- When will the messaging facility on Seesaw be activated? A lot of parents feel like this 
would be a good way to touch base with teachers with any queries or concerns they may have? 
     8a- The messaging facilities on Seesaw will be enabled. Staff will look into enabling 
messaging for Seesaw for October. 
Action- Staff to enable Seesaw Messaging for October. 
 
     Staff Question- What has been the general consensus with parents regarding Seesaw? 
     PC Reply- General consensus has been very positive. Parents have been saying how they are 
enjoying seeing their children's work and being able to comment on it. It has been commented 
on how it is good for reminders e.g.- woods day. Parents have said that it would be better to 
enable the messaging service for talking back and forth with teachers. 
 
      9. Fundraising Ideas.... 
          Heather Rigby had the idea of a sponsored walk. 
         It would be called “We will walk 500 miles” and the idea would be that parents can be 
logging their steps/miles walked into a collective '500 miles' for raising funds via a Go Fund Me 
page. If the target was reached quickly this could then be extended to “ We could walk 500 
more”. 
       We could do a weekly check in for miles which would be shared to the Facebook parents 
page to encourage parental involvement. We should also set a target amount for 
reaching....£500 and a target date to have the 500 miles for. 
       As always the funds raised would be put towards the children whether it be for future trips, 
equipment for the outdoor areas or upcoming possible Christmas Movie Day. 
 
          Other fundraising ideas to be brainstormed at next meeting. 
Action- discuss the logistics of the “500 miles walk” and consider setting up a Go fund me and 
Event page. 
 
         10.Will Mrs Sinclair be returning in October? 
         10a- Mrs Dunnett is contracted until October 1st 2020 and after that date it has not been 



confirmed who the head teacher will be. Staff can go back to the local authority and say that 
the parent council has raised it as a concern and would like to know where we stand with a 
head teacher. 
Action- Staff to contact local authority. 
 
    11- Will Ms Brewer be returning to Milton? 
    11a- Ms Brewer is on a secondment at the end of her secondment Ms Brewer will have the 
opportunity to return to Milton. 
 
    12- Parents raised the concern of the speed cars are driving down the road to school. This 
includes parents and staff. Can we put out a reminder about the speed limit? Can we raise the 
possibilities of speed bumps like other schools? Can it be brought to the polices attention as a 
potential speed gunning point? 
     12a- Staff are aware of the speed on the road and have reiterated about the 20 is plenty 
speed limit. As for speed bumps and possible speed gunning they can bring this up with the 
community officer. With current Covid restrictions in place this may be difficult to do anything 
about but will certainly raise the issue. 
 
Parent- Can the bush at the car park be cut back? Its causing a blind spot for children running 
out. 
A- Staff are aware and have put it to the highland council for cutting back. 
 
Parent- Also we have noticed the children climbing on the clothes bank? 
A- Staff are aware and have spoken to children when they have seen them climbing. It has been 
reiterated that it is not for climbing on and is not safe. 
 
Parent- There is a big hole in the fence which people are going through at night/weekends to 
gain access to the field to walk their dogs. Is there anything we can do about this? The children 
may be stepping in dog mess. 
A- staff are aware and have actually spoken to people they have seen in the grounds at the 
time and asked them kindly to leave however the staff are not the police and do not have 
authority over what others do so although they can ask them to leave kindly it does not mean 
(unfortunately) that trespassers have to leave the grounds. The school has submitted a K2 
form for getting the hole fixed along with another smaller hole in the fence. Once accepted the 
fence will then be able to be fixed. This should hopefully be accepted within a couple weeks. 
Until the fence is fixed the staff will be standing by the hole during outdoor play to minimise 
any risk. 
Action- Staff to have fence fixed once K2 form is granted. 
 
 
Eilidh Smith brought it to the parent councils attention that there is to be a highland parent 
partnership meeting held on Wednesday 30th at 19;00. Eilidh has kindly volunteered to attend 
this meeting for the Milton Parent Council. 
Action- Eildh to attend meeting and to give feedback to parent council. 
 
 
Action For Parent Council- 
Share the policies to parent Facebook page for Head-lice, Medicine, Healthy Eating and the Car 
park Polite Notice. Look into Fundraising Walk 


