
 
 

We’re Going to the Zoo, Zoo, Zoo...You can come too!  

 

Please see below some suggested activities you and your child may want to complete to learn more about life in Edinburgh Zoo! There is no 

pressure to complete any of them – they are just suggested activities. But if you do, we’d love to see some photographs or evidence of work. 

Please e-mail us   

Expressive Arts – Art & Design Expressive Arts - Music Literacy Mathematics 
Make a Mask 
Find out about the animals in the Zoo – Pick one 
and try to create a mask inspired by the animal 
using recycled materials.  
 

Listening Exercise  
Listen to ‘Carnival of the Animals’ by Camille 
Saint-Saëns, and identify the animals portrayed 
by each piece of music – the composer might 
have thought of one animal, but you might have 
different ideas. Music is very personal and so 
there is no right or wrong. Can you pick out key 
parts in the music that signify the different 
animals? 
 
This link will take you to the music but it shows 
the animals on the video for each section – try to 
listen to it first without watching the video and 
then see if you had the same ideas as the 
composer.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1L993HNAa
8M 
 
Can you make your own section of music 
inspired by this piece and some of the animals in 
the zoo? You can use household objects to help 
you or any apps or websites you can to help you 
create your piece of music.  
 
 

Make a Fact File 
Go to https://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/ and 
click on the animals and attractions tab. Look at 
all the different animals that are at Edinburgh 
Zoo. Choose one and find out some facts about 
it. 
 
P1: Ask an adult to help you find 3 facts about 
the animal. Draw a picture and see if you can 
copy out one fact. 
 
P2-P4: Make a poster about your chosen animal. 
It should contain a title, a picture of the animal 
and a minimum of 3 facts. 
 
P4-P7: Make a fact file or a poster about your 
chosen animal. It should contain a title, a picture 
of your animal and at least three different 
headings for your information. E.g. Natural 
Habitat, Food, Appearance, Population Facts.  
 

Data Handling 
Go on to the website:  
www.edinburghzoo.org.uk 
Go to the Animal and Attractions tab.  
Choose 10 animals.  
Find out what they eat. (You may need an adult 
to help you).  
 
Sort the information and then display this 
information on a chart of your choice. A really 
simple chart to use to do this is a 2 part Carroll 
Diagram. See below:  
 

√Eats Meat X Does not eat 
meat 

Asiastic Lion Giant Panda  
 
 

 

Drawing 
Draw an animal of your choice in pencil and use 
only your pencil to colour/shade the animal.  
 
If you are in P5-7, you can watch the following 
videos to find out about some shading 
techniques that can be used to help you make 
your drawing more realistic.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iijhNQyF-gg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tGx4sypoPjY 

Collage 
Create a collage of animal print using cut up 
pieces from magazines and newspapers. For 
example: Can you create tiger print by cutting out 
pieces of orange and black from your resources 
and sticking them down in the shapes of their 
stripes. You might need to overlap pieces.  

Write an Acrostic Poem  
Choose an animal (found at Edinburgh Zoo) and 
write an acrostic poem about it.  
E.g: 
Humungous body 
In the water 
Peacefully swimming 
Playing with his friends 
Oh no he say us! 

P1: Can you come up for a word for each sound? 
(It doesn’t have to be related but even better if it 
is!) 
P2-P4: Can you think of related words or 
sentences that would make sense for each letter 
of the animal? 
P5-P7: Can you replicate something like the 
example (But better). The poem should tell a 
story or tell us something about the animal.  
 

Planning Your Day 
Go on to the website:  
www.edinburghzoo.org.uk 
Click on the ‘Plan your Visit’ tab and then click 
on ‘Maps and Guides’. You can either view the 
interactive one or download the static one.  
 
Make an itinerary for a day trip to the zoo with 
timings and key attractions you want to visit 

included. 
The zoo opens at 10.00am and closes at 6.00pm.  
Make sure you look at the daily talks/feeding 
schedules and attend at least 2.  
Don’t forget to put in time for lunch and snack 
breaks.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1L993HNAa8M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1L993HNAa8M
https://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/
http://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iijhNQyF-gg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tGx4sypoPjY
http://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/


 
 

Expressive Arts – Art & Design Literacy Mathematics 
Artists  
Look at the work of the following artists: 

 David Shepard  
 ‘Endangered Species’ by Andy 

Warhol 
 Any animal-based piece by Nicholas 

Monro 
Can you create your own picture of some of the 
zoo animals in the same style as one of these 
artists? 

Write and Imaginative Story 
Imagine you are trapped in a Zoo for the 
night.Write a story about what you get up to. 
Think of all the adventures you could have 
swimming with the penguins, swinging with the 
monkeys. (It doesn’t have to be realistic!) 
 
P1: Remember to put a Capital letter at the start 
of your writing. Try to sound out one to two 
sentences by yourself and put a full stop at the 
end of each. 
 
P2-P4: Remember capital letters and full stops. 
Can you use some exciting describing words 
and doing words? 
 
P5-P7: Remember all forms of punctuation. Can 
you use a simile? A metaphor? Alliteration? 
 

Map Skills  
Go on to the website:  
www.edinburghzoo.org.uk 
Click on ‘Plan your visit’ tab and then ‘How to 
get here’.  
Use Google Maps to plan your route to 
Edinburgh Zoo from your house in 
Milton/Surrounding area. You could make your 
own little map, write your directions - using 
special symbols to represent the different ways 
to travel. 
 
If you’re a bit older, include approximate timings 
for each part of your journey.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/


 
 

 

Religious & Moral Education Sciences Social Studies Technologies 
What are zoos? 
Why do we have them? How many reasons 
can you think of? Are they a good idea?  
 
Share your ideas on a colourful poster 
with your favourite animal(s) from the zoo  

Bonnie Beasts of Scotland 
Go to The Royal Zoological Society of 
Scotland (RZSS) Link 
Do you know what species are part of our 
Scottish Native Wildlife? Do you know why 
they are important? What does native 
mean? Try some of the activities below to 
find out more: 

1. Click on ‘Fact file postcards’. Did 
you know all these Scottish 
animals? Have you ever seen any 
of them or did you know where 
you could find them? (these are 
also lovely printable cards to 
decorate your room!) 

2. Would you like to know more? 
Click on ‘Online fact files’ and 
take a course on Scottish fauna 
(animals)! 

3. Now that you have learned about 
the bonnie beasts of Scotland, 
click on ‘Favourite Scottish 
animal activity’ and complete 
this simple fact file or simply 
draw your favourite animal using 
the postcard pictures to help 
you. 

4. Browse the page for other 
activities, such as taking a 
Wildlife Safari from the comfort 
of your home, making a puffin 
mask, creating your own wildcat 
art or watching a 360o video of a 
beaver release. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zoos in the past 
Can you find out what Zoos were like in 
the past? What was different about them? 
Why do you think things have changed?  
 

Create a New Animal 
Using things in your home or garden, 
create a model of a newly discovered 
animal for Edinburgh Zoo.  

Jonah and the Big Fish.  
Are there fish at the zoo? Listen to the 
story ‘Jonah and the Greatest Fish’ on 
Epic and have a go at making your own 
whale using your imagination or use the 
instructions below.   
 

A zoo for Milton? 
There are plans to open a new zoo in 
Milton. The zoo would have lions, tigers, 
polar bears, pandas and penguins. Can 
you come up with a list of reasons for, and 
a list of reasons against this plan.  
 

Create a Home 
Choose a zoo animal and make/draw a 
new and luxurious home for it.  

https://learning.rzss.org.uk/course/view.php?id=126


 
 

Religious & Moral Education Sciences Social Studies Technologies 
3.  Noah’s Ark and Pandas 

Have you seen a panda 🐼 at Edinburgh 

zoo? I didn’t, but I’m going to keep trying. 
 https://www.edinburghzoo.org.uk/webcams/panda-cam/ 
 

I had more luck at this zoo. I saw a panda! 

Live! 😃 
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/webcams/panda-cam 

 
Find the panda article in The Week Junior 
and find out why it is important to have 
pandas in zoos. 
https://en.calameo.com/read/0061880956b973aee305d 
 

Watch Noah’s Ark story and see how 
many of the Edinburgh zoo animals you 
can see in the story.  Did you see pandas? 
They must have been 
there! https://youtu.be/2JZHXkI9BB4 
 

We love minibeasts! 
Go to The Royal Zoological Society of 
Scotland (RZSS) Link , choose some of the 
activities described below:  

1. Click on Earthworms – 
superheroes of the soil! and 
build your own wormery; 

2. Go on a Minibeast scavenger 
hunt: click on ‘Checklist: what 
you need’ and choose ‘lower 
primary ticksheet’ (P1-P4) or 
‘Upper primary workbook’ (P5-
P7). You’re all set to go! 

3. Identify your ‘unknown’ 
minibeast using the online quiz 
or the Basic Mini-beast Key; 

4. Do the Marvellous Minibeasts 
Wordsearch.  

5. Click on Data Handling Activity 
and have fun with graphs! 

 Browse through all or 
some of the amazing 
information available 
on this page to find out 
more about minibeasts: 
Do you know why 
minibeast conservation 
is important? 

 Have you ever heard of 
Harlequin ladybirds? 

 Did you know that some 
bees are solitary, i.e. 
they live on their own? 

Adapting for different animals 
Spend some time looking at the webcams 
for Edinburgh zoo. How do they adapt or 
change the enclosures for individual 
animals, why do they do this?  
 

Make an Origami Lion 
Follow the instructions to make an origami 
lion:  
Link to Youtube Video  

 

Health & Wellbeing Animals & their Young 
Choose an animal that lives in Edinburgh 
zoo.  Find out how your animal cares for their 
babies.  What do they eat? How do they keep 
their babies safe and healthy?  Compare 
your animal to human babies.  How do 
humans look after babies? What do human 
babies eat? How do we keep human babies 
safe and healthy? What was the same or 
different about your animal and humans?  
 

Hand-washing Challenge 
Hand washing Challenge - We should wash 
our hands with soap and water for 20 
seconds before/after we eat, when we go to 
the toilet and if we have been outside.  In the 
news we were told to sing 'Happy Birthday' 
two times.  I would like to you make up a new 
song to sing when you wash your 
hands.  Can you add some dance moves to 
your song and teach it to your family? I can't 
wait to hear them all 

Yoga  
Take part in Cosmic Yoga on YouTube - 
Popcorn the Dolphin (or any other ones that 
look fun).  This will help you to feel calm and 
relaxed as well as build strength and 
flexibility.  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edinburghzoo.org.uk%2Fwebcams%2Fpanda-cam%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cbae27249d8f142c4075b08d7e2e3117c%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637227337206538773&sdata=rgPNeB6yPlzvRrqOcU5IFGA9fNw43KMPg2gfh2F12QI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalzoo.si.edu%2Fwebcams%2Fpanda-cam&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cbae27249d8f142c4075b08d7e2e3117c%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637227337206548767&sdata=8fu1LQHeLeosQPAH%2FTIsxCTAFkpQhOj%2B5JkEsp6wheU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.calameo.com%2Fread%2F0061880956b973aee305d&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cbae27249d8f142c4075b08d7e2e3117c%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637227337206548767&sdata=UzXHCDFcwyIF9Y51xbxNQfGa1UHE7OanpYg2a4fxs%2FI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F2JZHXkI9BB4&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cbae27249d8f142c4075b08d7e2e3117c%7C89f0b56e6d164fe89dba176fa940f7c9%7C0%7C0%7C637227337206548767&sdata=SJt%2BGMXps4FE%2FuoHw4WrOub5VrwcTKNnONI3Nvfrzmo%3D&reserved=0
https://learning.rzss.org.uk/course/view.php?id=48&_ga=2.227666333.1829407359.1587462151-1483125524.1587462151
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=how+to+make+an+origami+lion+for+kids&&view=detail&mid=0A6227CB7C666003B1620A6227CB7C666003B162&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dhow%2520to%2520make%2520an%2520origami%2520lion%2520for%2520kids%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D-1%26ghc%3D1%26pq%3Dhow%2520to%2520make%2520an%2520origami%2520lion%2520for%2520k%26sc%3D0-33%26sk%3D%26cvid%3D64A7477399DB4D328645B6058A7AA2F7


 
 

Primary 6/7 have been plagued by Miss Crew and Mrs Christie’s QuaranTUNES, so have a listen to these animal themed QuaranTUNES to get you in the 

mood for Zoo learning as suggested by all Milton Primary Staff:  

 Katy Perry – Roar  

 Survivor - Eye of the Tiger  

 The Lion Sleeps Tonight 

 Jackson Five – Rockin’ Robin 

 Culture Club – Karma Chameleon 

 Ylvis – What does the fox say?  

 Tones and I – Dance Monkey  

 Owl City – Fireflies  

 Elton John - Crocodile Rock  

 Florence and the Machine – Dog Days are Over 

 Elvis Presley – Hound Dog  

 Mumford and Sons – Little Lion Man  

 Meatloaf – Bat Out of Hell  

 Christopher Walken - I wanna be like you  

 Fleetwood Mac – Albatross 

 How much is that doggie in the window?  

 Nellie the Elephant  

 Baby Shark 

 Crazy Frog  

 I wanna Hippopotamus for Christmas  

 Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 


